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Freies Fach, which can be translated as Open Department, was formed as a 
student association at the Berlin University of the Arts in 1995. The Freies 
Fach saw itself as a necessary corrective to the architectural education 
offered at the time and was open to students of all departments as well as 
other universities. Driven by the desire to link architectural education to 
political and social contexts and understanding the course of study itself as 
an interventionist practice, we sought possibilities for direct action into the 
city to critique the reactionary urban planning discourse in Berlin at the 
time.

Berlin had just become the capital of reunified Germany. The previously 
divided and abandoned city centre was being prepared for the new 
government and parliament seat as well as for corporate capital to move 
in. International developers were privatising and commercialising former 
public land at a large scale, while the city’s planning department wanted to 
tame this by referencing the Prussian city of the previous century in their 
proposed redevelopment plans. All this while, the leftovers of Berlin’s recent 
past as the Nazi capital ‘Germania’ still loomed. Architecture education had 
no answers to this, nor questions.

Inspired by Freies Klasse, the Open Class at the university, and neo-Marxist 
critical theory, predominantly coming from the United States, the Freies 
Fach started to critically engage with this complex situation. We understood 
urban space as a regulatory model that structures living conditions and 
formulates power relations and viewed these regulations as negotiable 
constructs and attempted to develop critique in the form of concrete protest 
actions. These urban interventions took the form of temporary and symbolic 
collective re-purposing of public and private spaces, various attempts at 
appropriation, press releases of fake activities, and acts of sabotage.

Freies Fach disbanded in 2000, when most of the major planning projects 
in Berlin were already underway and intervention of this type in the public 
debate no longer seemed meaningful. Some members of Freies Fach founded 
the journal An Architektur and continued a critical approach towards 
architecture and planning through regular publishing activity. 
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